


Jude 1:1-3 (The Message)

I, Jude, am a slave to Jesus Christ and brother to
James, writing to those loved by God the Father,
called and kept safe by Jesus Christ. Relax,
everything’s going to be all right; rest, everything’s
coming together; open your hearts, love is on thecoming together; open your hearts, love is on the
way! Fight with All You Have in You. Dear friends,
I’ve dropped everything to write you about this life
of salvation that we have in common. I have to

write insisting—begging!—that you fight with

everything you have in you for this faith entrusted

to us as a gift to guard and cherish.



Jude 1:1-3 (NIV)

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of

James, To those who have been called, who are

loved in God the Father and kept for Jesus

Christ: Mercy, peace and love be yours inChrist: Mercy, peace and love be yours in

abundance. Dear friends, although I was very

eager to write to you about the salvation we

share, I felt compelled to write and urge you

to contend for the faith that was once for all

entrusted to God’s holy people.



Microscope or Telescope

Need to look at scripture under a microsope and under a telescope



Concerns and Exhortations

Concerns for the Church (of which Providence is 

a tiny part) and what is on my heart to convey:

• Apostasy• Apostasy

• Holiness

• Unity



Authorship

• A servant of Jesus Christ 

• A brother of James



Readership

Unlike most of the epistles –

To all believers (not specific church or person)

• those who have been called• those who have been called

• who are loved in God the Father 

• kept for Jesus Christ



Entrée to our text

• Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance

• Dear friends

• Very eager to write to you 

• The salvation we share (have in common)• The salvation we share (have in common)

• Compelled to write and urge you 



Aspects of our text

• The need to contend for the faith 

• It was given once and for all (we mustn’t add or 

take away)

• Reflecting on “the faith” – what is this faith? • Reflecting on “the faith” – what is this faith? 

• We God’s holy people (the saints) are entrusted



Ridley

Cranmer

Latimer

Example of those who have 

contended for the faith

Egyptian Christians martyred for the faith



What is the faith (1)



What is the faith (2)



What is the faith (3)



The challenge of our times

The question many churches ask – How can we: 

• Be more inclusive?

• Accommodate diversity?

• Practice equality?• Practice equality?

• Be more tolerant?

• Be less racist, homophobic, Islamophobic etc?

But at what price? Should we deny the faith?



The Great command



Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace 
may increase? 2 By no means! We are those who have died to 
sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that 
all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 
new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like 
his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him 
so that the body ruled by sin might be done away with,[a] that 
we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who 
has died has been set free from sin. Romans 6



The threat from within

For certain individuals whose condemnation 

was written about long ago have secretly 

slipped in among you. They are ungodly 

people, who pervert the grace of our God into people, who pervert the grace of our God into 

a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ 

our only Sovereign and Lord. Jude 1:4



The sin and doom of ungodly people

• Jude 1:5-16

• c.f. 2Peter 2 

• Paul’s warning to the Ephesian elders (Acts 20)• Paul’s warning to the Ephesian elders (Acts 20)

• Be warned Jude 1:17-19



A call to persevere – Jude 1: 20-22

• Build yourselves up in your most holy faith 

• Praying in the Holy Spirit

• Keep yourselves in God’s love 

• Wait for the mercy that brings eternal life.• Wait for the mercy that brings eternal life.

• Be merciful to those who doubt

• Save others by snatching them from the fire

• Show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the 
clothing stained by corrupted flesh



Doxology – Jude 1:24-25

To him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you before 
his glorious presence without fault 
and with great joy— to the only God and with great joy— to the only God 
our Savior be glory, majesty, power 
and authority, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, before all ages, now and 
forevermore! Amen.


