
Ash Wednesday

The First Day of Lent commonly called Ash Wednesday

The Collect

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that 

thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all them 

that are penitent: Create and make in us new and 

contrite hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of 

thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 

forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.





The question is: 

Do we or don’t we acknowledge 

Lent (or generally, seasons in the Lent (or generally, seasons in the 

church calendar) and if we do what 

do we or should we do about it?





Aspects of the Cross

John Barber

Providence Baptist Church – Sunday 18th February 2018

Reading: Philippians 2: 5-11

Text: “But God forbid that I should glory, save in the 

cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 

crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Galatians 6:14 
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The Centrality of the Cross

“For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ died 

for our sins according to the scriptures; And 

that he was buried, and that he rose again that he was buried, and that he rose again 

the third day according to the scriptures:” 

1Corinthians 3,4



The Suffering of the Cross

“He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 

mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 

her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” Isaiah 53:7



The Blood of the Cross

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 

corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 

conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 

But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot:” 1 Peter 1:18-19



The Heart of the Cross
“Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy 

calling, not according to our works, but according to 

his own purpose and grace, which was given us in 

Christ Jesus before the world began,” 2Timothy 1:9

"For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet 

peradventure for a good man some would even 

dare to die. But God commendeth his love toward 

us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us" Romans 5:7-8



The Work of the Cross

"He himself bore our sins in his body on 

the tree, so that we might die to sins and 

live for righteousness; by his wounds you 

have been healed" 1 Peter 2:24have been healed" 1 Peter 2:24

"And that he might reconcile both unto 

God in one body by the cross, having slain 

the enmity thereby" Ephesians 2:16



The Necessity of the Cross

“If it be possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless 

not as I will, but as thou wilt.” Matthew 26:39b



The Offence of the Cross
Talking about the cross as an “offense” comes from Galatians 5:11: “If I, brothers, 

still preach circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense 

of the cross has been removed.” Why it is that the cross would be seen as an 

offense? What’s offensive about the crucifixion?

The cross declares how dire is our condition apart from Jesus. It announces how 

deep the sin goes, how profound the rebellion is, how impossible is our plight 

apart from Help from the outside. There’s nothing we can do, no effort we can 

exert, no law we can follow.exert, no law we can follow.

The message of Christ crucified says you’re an absolute failure in relation to 

what’s most important. The horror of killing the Son of God points to the horror 

of our condition. The badness of Good Friday is a tribute to the badness in us.

The cross embodies some of the most offensive things possible you could say 

about someone in relation to God and eternity. This gruesome death Jesus died, 

you earned it. The hell Jesus endured, you deserved it, forever. The shame he 

underwent, the scorn, the disrespect, the hurt — all these are as suitable to us 

sinners as they’re unsuitable to the sinless one. (from www.desiringgod.org)



The Shame of the Cross

”Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher 

of our faith; who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the 

shame, and is set down at the right hand of 

the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2

"Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 

the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on 

a tree" Galations 3:13



Taking up the Cross

“Whosoever will come after me, let him 

deny himself, and take up his cross, and 

follow me.” Mark 8:34

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 

live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 

the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 

the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 

and gave himself for me.” Galatians 2:20



An Empty Cross

"And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your 

faith is also vain." 1 Corinthians 15:14



Glorying in the Cross



Preaching of the Cross

“Woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 1Corinthians 9:16b


