
History of Hythe Fields Gospel Hall 1897 to 2018

1897-1919 Little is known between these years and most of the information has been 
gain from the Centenary Book written by Bishopsgate Evangelical Church in
1994.

1897 Mrs. Elizabeth Mercy Nicholson (the wife of the Vicar of Egham Parish 
Church - William Trevor Nicholson BA), had Hythe Fields Gospel Hall built 
in 1897.   This was also the year of Queen Victoria's 60th Jubilee.

Hythe Fields was a rural farming community.  Hythe Farm was where 
Magna Carta School is now situated.   There was a large pond at Pooley 
Green, which has since been filled in.   Opposite the pond was an area 
known as Frogs Island.

It is said that Mrs Nicholson built a total of 5 Gospel Halls in the area.
- Old Windsor (now Old Windsor Methodist)
- New Road
- Bishopsgate Evangelical Church, Englefield Green
- Stroude Road, Virginia Water
- Hythe Fields Gospel Hall, Egham Hythe

Rev and Mrs Nicholson gave a Bible to Elizabeth Anne Sherman and 
Charles Hutton on the occasionof their wedding on 6th November 1897. 
Mr Hutton was the Caretaker of Hythe Fields Gospel Hall for many years. 
He was a Postman and lived in Park Avenue.  He was responsible for 
stoking up a coal fired boiler which stood in the centre west of the chapel, 
and which was temperamental.   

Mr and Mrs Hutton adopted Ethel Alward.   Ethel later married Mr 
Cheeseman and attended Thorpe Gospel Hall.  Mrs Cheeseman kindly 
donated a large sum of money to Hythe Fields Gospel Hall in her Will.

Bishopsgate and Hythe Fields both have corner stones situated one each 
side of the front portch.   Hythe Fields has the text: “Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.”  1 Timothy 1:15.  The other cornerstone has the 
date A.D.1897.

The Cycle 
Mission
1919-1927

Started in the 1800's
In 1926 Jim Ashby joined the Cycle Mission and later became an 
Independant Evangelist who often visited the Gospel Hall.   

1925-1930 Mr Prior from the Salvation Army came to take services in the week.  He 
also lived in Park Avenue.  

During this time there was a Sunday School, Evening Service on Sundays, 
a Midweek Meeting, Sewing Class for girls and a Children's Meeting. 
Communion was once a month on Sunday evening.s

Organist was Miss Bennett and Choir Practice was on a Monday evening.

The Scripture Gift Mission's Young Sowers Leage Bible Searching Course 
was run by Edie Richards.



In the 1930's Mr Jim Ashby came to a field opposite Pooley Green.   He 
came with a tent and a caravan with the words on the side “The wages of 
sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life.”

1936-1937 At about the same time in 1936-37 another Evangelist, Mr. Patching from 
the Caravan Mission to British Children – C.S.S.M., had a tent mission in 
the area.   Many came to ut their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ.

1938 In 1938 Mr Stuart Hine from Poland, who translated the well known hymn 
“How Great Thou Art”, took a series of meetings at Hythe Fields Gospel 
Hall.   The place was so crowded, that people were sitting on the window 
sills.

1928-1939 In the early days Mr Bird was Superintendant.
In 1928 Frank H Bustin became the Superintendant of the work at both 
Bishopsgate and New Road Gospel Halls.  He had a salary paid by the 
Evangelization Society and was also responsible at some time for the work 
at Hythe Fields Gospel Hall.

1939-1946 Many people seemed to come and go during the War Years.   Various 
people from Hale Street Gospel Hall came to support the work – Harry 
Bishop, Ted Clark, Mr Stevens, Mrs Scott, Les Perkins, Albert Dexter, 
Dough Stratton, Frank Johnson (father of Christine whose husband Roger 
bcame managing Trustee 1994-2010).

For a short while, Hythe Fields Gospel Hall and New Road Gospel Hall 
were used as extra school rooms for th Hythe School which was 
overcrowded when there were a lot of Evacuees from London in the area.

1943 Edie Perkins, a Sunday School Teacher at Hythe Fields, married Les 
Perkins.   They were married at Hale Street Gosepl Hall but had their 
reception at Hythe Fields on 26th June 1943.

Mr and Mrs Headington were married in Bracknell in 1937 – they became 
Sunday School teachers for 12 years at Hythe Fields Gospel Hall.

1944-1994 Mr Stephen Douglas Stratton born 1914, died 1994.
Superintendent of HFGH from 1944 to1994.

Mr Stratton came to work in Staines in 1937 at the International Stores. 
Shortly after he married Pansy (known as Pat) and came to live in Goring 
Road, where he always kept a lovely neat garden.

Mr and Mrs Stratton first worshiped at Hale Street Hall.  For a year they 
helped with the children's work at New Road before being called to work 
with others at Hythe Fields Gospel Hall.

Mr Stratton always had a great love for children and their families.  He 
would organize convoys of coaches to Littlehampton and Bognor for the 
Annual Sunday School Outing.

After the 2nd World War, Mr Stratton worked as a Tallyman for Mr Roberts, 
before taking over his business.  In this job he met many families in their 
homes and there were regular visits to the London warehouses to buy their 
needs.   This gave Mr Stratton lots of opportunities to meet people and tell 



them about the Lord Jesus Christ whom he loved.

1960-1965 In the early part of the 1960's, he and others worked every Thursday 
building the new Youth Hall to replace the old Army Hut.  This was opened 
on 1st May 1965.

Mr Stratton always put his family first.   Thursday evenings was his special 
time to be with his boys: Jon, Andrew and Phil.   They enjoyed camping with
him in their holidays.

Mr Stratton was involved in the Counties Evangelistic Work by moving 
caravans all over the country, helping them by putting up tents and doing 
repair jobs.  He also raised a lot of money by collecting stamps and selling 
them on  - the proceeeds going to the Counties Evangelistic Work.   But this
did mean bags of stamps packed high in the house awaiting sorting!

Mr Stratton always had a care for people and was involved in the work of 
“CARE”, driving people backwards and forwards for hospital appointments.

As a Church Leader and Counsellor, he was very well respected.  His 
wisdom and integrity is challenging.  He and his wife prayed for everyone in 
their family and in their Church daily, and their support was an 
encouragement to everyone.  He was faithful, obedient and committed to 
the work of the Lord.  His life was of a very high standard and a great 
example to all.

1944-1987 Mr Stratton and Mr Frank William Johnson worked as a team for many 
years under the Trusteeship of the Evangelization Society.   Later, others 
joined the happy team.   Mr. Johnson died 11 May 1997.

1953-1954 A highlight in 1953/4 was a visit to a very crowded Hythe Fields Gospel Hall 
from Colonel Munro who was Head of The Evangelization Society.   Later 
the TES decided to concentrate on Preaching, Teaching and Encouraging 
Churches; and not to own buildings.   Therefore, in the 1960's Hythe Fields 
Gospel Hall came under the Trusteeship of the Fellowship of Free 
Independent Churches.

1940-50's Sunday School Teachers – Lily Brooker, Eileen Howells, Jim Smythe, Pat 
Johnson and others.

Wilma Farringdon/Lacey, Missionary to India.   Her call came to serve the 
Lord in India whilst actually standing outside Hythe Fields Gospel Hall 
talking to Lily Brooker/Hetherington and talking about the need of a helper 
for Mr and Mrs R.T. Gander of South India.  She was in India until late in the
1970s.

1944 An Old Army hut was erected at rear of property.  The Sunday School was 
held in here, and it was full of children.   It had a rickety floor which sloped, 
drooping ceiling boards, a wheezy pedal organ and wire netting over the 
windows.   

1965 New Youth Hall rebuilt to replace old hut.   This was opened on 1st May 
1965.   Mr Stratton, Mr Johnson and others including Mr. Hetherington built 
this, mainly on Thursdays, in their spare time.   This included a baptistry.

1966 The tiny kitchen was extended and an old coal bunker removed.



1968 Chapel registered as a Building for the Solemnisation of Marriages on 6 th 
August 1968.

First Bride and Bridegroom were Rita Boulton and Ron Carter on the 13 th 
March 1969.     7th March 1970  Christine Johnson and Roger Gale marry.
November 1970 Lily Brooker and Edward Hetherington married.   There 
were also other marriages.  Lily was 101 when she died and left HFGH a 
legacy.

1992 Youth Hall, HFGH, was registered as a Building for the Solomnisation of 
Marriages on 21st December 1992.

First Bride and Bridegroom to be married in this Hall were Maria Gale and 
Adam Guichard on 5th June 1993.

1993 Renovation work commenced on Chapel

1994 Roger Gale becomes Managing Trustee after Mr. Stratton's death.

1997 Windows of chapel replaced.   New brick front path and side path – 
replaced by Roger Gale with some help from Keith Pearce.

2008 Rear of chapel extended for inside toilets – 2 toilets plus 1 disabled toilet 
plus a new kitchen.

2010-2018 End of March 2010, the Hythe Community Church take over as Managing 
Trustees of Hythe Fields Gospel Hall – Pastor Keith Pearce.   They put up a
covered walkway to join the 2 buildings, a new floor in the chapel and a new
surface for the car park.   

Written by Christine Gale 9.11.18 Penlan, Meidrim Road, St Clears, SA33 4DW


